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Westbury STW
plant extensions to meet increased demand

Lawrence and their appointed designers, Haswell Consulting
Engineers, worked as one team with Wessex Water and Aquator to
develop a target cost which would satisfy the overall budget.
Preparation of the tender design commenced in July 2001, to
enable the subsequent determination of the target cost which was
submitted to the client, Wessex Water in August 2001.

In order to satisfy financial constraints imposed on the scheme, all
areas of cost were investigated by the project team through both
formal and informal ‘value engineering’ sessions and one result of
these deliberations was to adopt a factory made, package type inlet
works, fabricated in steel, rather than the more traditional

An increase in demand for wastewater treatment capacity at Wessex Water’s Westbury STW required the plant
to be significantly extended and enhanced by a £6million multi-disciplinary project which will provide an
entirely new treatment stream.  The scheme is required to satisfy an increased demand placed on the existing

works by a new milk processing plant and other industrial and residential waste producers. The new plant will also
provide additional treatment for future effluent from a landfill site. At the same time Wessex Water has taken the
opportunity to carry out a limited amount of asset renewal work on the existing biological filter process stream.

Having carried out a review of the available technologies Wessex
Water came to the conclusion that membranes were the most
suitable solution for this application, and those pioneered by MBR
Technology (now Aquator Ltd) were chosen.

Streamlined route
Because of the fast track nature of the scheme, and to tie in with a
fixed date for the milk processing plant to come on stream, a
streamlined, negotiated procurement route was adopted.
Presentations were requested from a few selected contractors and a
target cost contract was eventually awarded to Bath based contractor,
Lawrence for all process, civil, mechanical and electrical work.
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